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LocaL NEWS

Kimberley Refugee 
Resettlement Group still 
at work

A year ago today, 
Hasham, his wife 
Rabia and their 3 chil-
dren were huddled in 
a one bedroom apart-
ment unsure of  what 
the future will hold 
for them. Today they 
are safely settled in 
Kimberley where he 
is gainfully employed, 
and his two school 
aged children thriving 
in Marysville School, 
while the youngest 
anxiously awaits his 
entrance into grade 
one. 

The Kimberley Ref-
ugee Resettlement 
Group (KRRG) is 
proud of  the work 
done to date, and 
wants to continue 
helping out in the 
world refugee crisis. 
They want to make 
sure that those com-
ing to Canada become 
successful in their new 
home. “Our plan of 
bringing in a second 
family is temporarily 
on hold” said Louise 
Hockley, KRRG Trea-
surer. Although we 
have some the money 
in place for a second 
family, we really want 
to make sure that 
this family is settled 
in properly.” KRRG 
planned to sponsor 
a second family later 
this year or early in 
2018, however with lit-
tle or no experience in 
refugee resettlement, 
the decision was taken 

to continue learning 
from this experience 
before sponsoring an-
other family. 

“As prepared as 
we thought we were 
to welcome our new 
family, there were a 
number of  things that 
we simply didn’t think 
about one of  the big-
gest being transpor-
tation,” said Peggy 
Frederikse, KRRG 
Chairperson. . 

It didn’t take long to 
realize that with limit-
ed public transporta-
tion, it was imperative 
to get the family a car 
as soon as was possi-
ble. Getting 2 children 
to school and Hash-
am up to the ski hill 
for work and Rabia 
to English lessons at 
CBAL (Columbia 
Basin Alliance for 
Literacy) was a real 
challenge. Through 
the generosity of  the 
wider community, it 
wasn’t long before a 
passenger van was 
donated to the family 

Although life has im-
proved tremendously 
for the family, there 
are still some hurdles 
to overcome Raising 
a family of  3 children 
on an entry level sala-
ry is a huge challenge. 
So, as a trained chef, it 
is Hasham’s long term 
hope and dream to 
open his own business 
- a “take-out” restau-
rant. . Chef  Hasham 
is presently working 

at Trickle Creek Golf 
Course after working 
at the Stemwinder 
Lodge this past win-
ter. 

Funding for the 
KRRG has come in 
many forms. Events 
such as the Interna-
tional Dinners, Spa-
ghetti Suppers, Dance 
nights, Dessert Eve-
nings, all well support-
ed by our community 
have been the main 
source of  funds, but 
there have been others 

“The response from 
the Community to 
help refugee families 
has been overwhelm-
ing. Like most Cana-
dian Communities, 
Kimberley has its 
share of  disadvan-
taged citizens. The 
fact that our com-
munity continues to 
support its residents 
in need and step up 
to help newcomers 
seeking freedom from 
persecution gives me 
quiet confirmation 
that we should be 
proud to call Kimber-
ley home” said KRRG 
Executive committee 
member, Paul Willis. 

Other sourses of 
funding included. a 
generous donation of 
close to $3000 made by 
the Lady’s Leg Danc-
ers from the proceeds 
of March’s Lilith Fair. 
Grants have also been 
received from Colum-
bia Basin Trust and 
the RDEK (Regional 

District of  East Koo-
tenay). 

KRRG are quite 
proud of  the part-
nerships that were 
created along the way. 
The Anglican Church, 
Kimberley Elks Club, 
The Kimberley Cham-
ber of  Commerce, the 
Green Door, to name 
a few. But the best ex-
ample is the partner-
ship with the Wasa 
Lions Club. Over 
the past 18 months, 
2 spaghetti dinners 
were held at the Wasa 
Community Centre, 
with KRRG’s portion 
of  the profits being in 
excess of  $5000. 

That partnership 
continues to provide 
benefits …As KRRG 
committee member 
Wilma Harding ex-
plains,” Every Sat-
urday morning a 
pancake breakfast is 
served at the Wasa 
Lions outdoor kitch-
en to benefit various 
non-profit groups. We 
are fortunate enough 
to be offered the op-
portunity to sponsor 
one of  these break-
fasts” 

The KRRG spon-
sored breakfast will 
take place on Sat-
urday, September 
2nd, from 8:30 am 
to 11:00am. The cost 
for breakfast is $5.00 
with an opportunity 
for “super-sizing” it 
for an additional $1. 
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Events, large and small, like a fundraising dance at the Elks Club last year, have helped the Kimberley Refugee 
Resettlement Group help refugees.

The College of  the 
Rockies is receiv-
ing over $109,000 in 
funding from the pro-
vincial government to 
open an additional 16 
spots in their heavy 
duty mechanics trades 
program.

Announced by 
Melanie Mark — the 
Minister of Advanced 
Education, Skills and 
Training — on Tues-
day in Cranbrook, 
the funding is part of 
a larger $1.67 million 
commitment to add 
562 trades training 
seats at 13 different 
post secondary insti-
tutions across BC.

The College of  the 
Rockies Cranbrook 
campus is one of  16 
stops at post-second-
ary institutions across 
the province for Mark, 
who was appointed to 
her cabinet position in 
the middle of  July.

“I’m so delighted 
to be here in the East 
Kootenay,” she said. 
“A highlight of  the 
visits is the opportu-
nity to connect with 
students and have an 
understanding about 
how transformative 
education has been 
on their lives.

“The College of  the 
Rockies offers thou-
sands of opportunities 
to students here in this 
community to thrive 
and reach their poten-
tial at their homes, in 
their communities and 
in their workplace.”

Mark also used the 
announcement to tout 
the government’s re-
cent decisions to cut 
student loan interest 
rates by 2.5 per cent 
and to eliminate tui-
tion fees on adult basic 
education and english 
language learning pro-
grams.

Students who grad-
uate from trades pro-
grams support local 
employers in high-de-

mand industries such 
as construction, for-
estry and automotive 
services, Mark said.

“To the trade stu-
dents, those of  you 
who are with us today, 
please keep on crush-
ing, building, rolling, 
smashing, repairing, 
hammering, lighting 
up your community,” 
Mark said. “You are 
the builders of  our 
roads, our homes, 
our businesses, our 
schools and we need 
you to build a strong, 
sustainable and af-
fordable economy.”

David Walls, the 
president and CEO 
of  the College of 
the Rockies, said the 
funding will help bol-
ster the already-strong 
heavy duty mechanical 
program.

“This funding allows 
another 16 individu-
als to receive training 
in one of  our most 
in-demand trades 
programs,” Walls said. 
“Those additional 
students will become 
skilled tradespeople 
who can help to meet 
the labour-market de-
mands of our region.”

The announcement 
inside Pinnacle Hall 
was made in front of 
media, College staff  
and students who are 
enrolled in the heavy 
duty mechanics pro-
gram, like Destyni 
Basil, a member of the 
Ktunaxa Nation and a 
former councillor with 
the Lower Kootenay 
band.

She will be working 
at the Line Creek coal 
mine with Teck Coal 
and said the program 
had changed her life.

“Enrolling in the 

heavy duty mechani-
cal program is prob-
ably one of  the best 
decisions I have ever 
made,” Basil said. 
“It gave me the op-
portunity to start my 
career and provide a 
better life for myself  
and my daughter. It 
also allows me to be 
a positive role model 
for my daughter and 
also the people in my 
community and to this 
region.

“…Having the Min-
istry of  Advanced 
Education, Skills and 
Training provide more 
seats in the heavy duty 
mechanical program 
will allow even more 
students in this region 
to have the same op-
portunities that I was 
given.”

Given that it is the 
middle of  summer, 
there was little stu-
dent activity in Pin-
nacle Hall, however, 
Jack Moes, the Dean 
of  Trades, is looking 
to see things pick up 
once the semester 
starts.

“This will be a very 
busy place and it will 
be busy with people 
learning trades — in 
this case in automotive 
service technician and 
heavy duty equipment 
technician — and they 
will be having a great 
deal of  hands on 
learning,” he said.

“To me, our trades 
and apprenticeship 
instructors are the 
pioneers of  hands-on 
learning, which we 
now know is proba-
bly one of  the most 
terrific ways to learn 
anything, but it’s been 
the model for trades 
training for some 
time.”

Outside Pinnacle 
Hall, construction 
was in full swing on a 
new $10 million trades 
training facility that is 
expected to be com-
pleted by the spring 
of  2018.
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Province funds new 
trades spaces at COTR
Just over $100,000 will open 
16 trades spots at the College, 
announces government minister.
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